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U Tin Oo, Page 150 (Article 354)
Arrested in 2004 for 7 years and 7 months for being a member of the FTUM fighting for bigger salaries. The Federation of Trade Unions of Burma (FTUM) is an underground
trade union in Burma. It was formed in 1991 and includes workers and students who were involved in the general strike of August and September 1988. Activities of the union
are primarily restricted to information gathering and advocacy.
PAGE 150 OF THE 2008 CONSTITUTION. ARTICLE 354. Regarding fundamental freedoms such as expression, assembly and association, the Constitution ads “not contrary
to the laws”. Therefore, any group who wants to assemble or fund an association has to register under repressive laws, and the process is very long. The result is that most
organizations do not want to register and they can be arrested any time. The legislative body will continue enacting unjust laws while offering flawed reasoning based on the
security of State, prevalence of law and order, community peace and tranquillity, or public order and morality.

NAME OF POLITICAL PRISONER: U Tin Oo
GENDER: Male ETHNICITY: Burmese RELIGION: Buddhism DATE OF BIRTH: 5.12.1943 Age 71 EDUCATION: First year student, Institute of History, Yangon OCCUPATION: Politician
TIME IN PRISON
ARRESTED on April 2004 for 7 years and 7 months for being a member of the Federation of Trade Unions of Myanmar (FTUM) fighting for bigger salaries. The Federation of
Trade Unions of Burma (FTUB) is an underground trade union in Burma. It was formed in 1991 and includes workers and students who were involved in the general strike of
August and September 1988. Activities of the union are primarily restricted to information gathering and advocacy.
WISHES FOR 2015:
U Tin Oo would like to change the 2008 Constitution. He wants NLD to win. He doesn’t believe in this government.

HISTORY CLOSE-UP: FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS OF BURMA (FTUB)
The Federation of Trade Unions of Burma (FTUB) is an underground trade union in Burma. It was formed in 1991 and includes workers and students who were involved in the
general strike of August and September 1988. Activities of the union are primarily restricted to information gathering and advocacy.
Burma was part of British India from 1886 to 1937 and has been independent of the United Kingdom since 1074. Organized labour in Burma emerged among Indian and Chinese
imported workers in the 1920’s. In 1926, the British administration legalized labour unions, and this principle was incorporated into the 1948 constitution. By 1961, there were
173 registered unions with a total membership of 64,000, but political instability, military repression, and rebellious ethnic groups dominated thereafter Burma’s history. In 1964,
the Socialist Program Party government abolished independent organized labour and, in 1968, set up its own system of grassroots committees to control labour. Following
thousands of deaths in student riots in 1988, the military took power, renamed the country Myanmar, and suppressed all vestiges of organized labour.
In 1991, the Federation of Trade Unions – Burma (FTUB) was formed in secret in Thailand and is forced to operate along the borders of Burma because of the severity of military
repression. By 1997, the FTUB claimed to have and underground national network of sympathisers within Burma. The military government owns virtually all factories in Burma.
Forced labour is a general feature of the labour force, despite Burma’s ratification of International Labour Organization Convention No. 87 – Forced or Compulsory Labour
(1930). The International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) has consistently drawn attention to the government of Burma as one of the worst human rights offenders
in Asia; dozens of trade union activists are in jail. Burma has never been a member of the ICFTU.
The 2010 survey of the International Trade Union Confederation mentioned the inhuman attitude of the military government when it refused to allow international help in
response to Cyclone Nargis, which killed over 140,000 persons. Trade unions were still repressed, but in 2011 the regime announced freedom to organize and to strike. Indeed,
trade unions units’ are being registered for the first time and workers are organizing and massively affiliating in their trade unions. In addition, the government has told various
observers that it is prepared to allow the FTUB and its leaders to re-enter the country after their years of exile, and to register the federation under the new Labour Organization
Law as well.
What is more, these workers from the different sectors are organizing out of a desire not only to improve their wages and working conditions, but from a fierce conviction that
this is a moment in history and if they are going to build a democratic society, it would be unions that could lead the way.

