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Zaw Zaw Min, Page 67 (Article 188)
One of the leaders of the 88 Generation Students who were at the forefront of the 1988 pro-democracy uprising, he was arrested in 2007 for 4 years and 5 months for participating
in the Saffron Revolution. He was sentenced under various charges, including a law calling for a prison term of up to 20 years for anyone who demonstrates, makes speeches
or writes statements undermining government stability, and for having links to illegal groups and violating restrictions on foreign currency, video and electronic communications.
PAGE 67 OF THE 2008 CONSTITUTION. ARTICLE 188. This article gives the central government considerably more control that the state and regional authorities over
economic regulation and profit management of extractive projects. Centralized power outweighs state and regional powers even within ethnic states, with no specific mandates
for fair and adequate income distribution.

NAME OF POLITICAL PRISONER: Zaw Zaw Min
GENDER: Male ETHNICITY: Burmese RELIGION: Buddhism EDUCATION: Zoology, Yangon OCCUPATION BEFORE PRISON: Tuition teacher OCCUPATION AFTER PRISON:
Public Relation of the 88 generation. He also teaches in Insein Private Tuition
FIRST TIME IN PRISON
ARRESTED in 1990 for his role in the mass democracy uprising of 1988, he was detained and tortured, but was not imprisoned at the time. In September 1999 he was also
arrested and spent a month in a detention camp being interrogated.
SECOND TIME IN PRISON
ARRESTED on August 2007 for 4 years and 5 months for protesting the fuel-price hike which set off the Saffron Revolution.
He was one of the leaders of the 88 Generation Students group who were at the forefront of the 1988 pro-democracy uprising that was smashed by the military. On August
2007, he was arrested, as many other members of the 88 Generation, for protesting a fuel-price hike. They were sentenced under various charges, including a law calling for a
prison term of up to 20 years for anyone who demonstrates, makes speeches or writes statements undermining government stability, and for having links to illegal groups and
violating restrictions on foreign currency, video and electronic communications.
OTHER: Being a member of the 88 generation (he was 26 in 1988) and son of U Saw Win, the National League for Democracy (NLD) MP of Htee Lin Constituency, who died in
Tharyarwaddy Prison on 7 August 1998, he was first arrested in 1990 for his role in the mass democracy uprising of 1988. At the time, he was detained and tortured, but was not
imprisoned. In 9.9.99 he was also arrested and spent a month in a detention camp being interrogated.
WISHES FOR 2015: Reconciliation between ethnic groups. That all the political parties get together so that they have free and fair elections.

HISTORY CLOSE-UP: SAFFRON REVOLUTION. BURMA’S NEW GENERATION POLITICAL ACTIVISTS
In September 2007, a new generation of young activists was born on the streets of Yangon. Drawn from Burma’s young ‘hip-hop’ generation, with few memories of the 1988
upraising and more concerned with a youth culture revolving around music, computer games and trying to obtain a decent education, the witnessing first hand of the brutality
of their own government pushed them to become politicised. Former 1988 student activists, with the benefit of hindsight and more than 20 years of underground organising,
joined hands with these smarter, newly-formed student and youth groups across the country which were more exposed to the outside world and more familiar with modern
communication technologies. These new groups expressed fresh forms of political defiance and committed themselves to non-violent strategies.
Some young student activists who took part in the demonstrations were from the All Burma Federation of Student Unions (ABSFU). This organisation, founded in 1938, was the
vanguard of movements for political and social change in Burma. At one time headed by independence hero, Aung San, ABSFU has a long history of working together with
people of Burma from different walks of life. The ABFSU had gone underground when its headquarters at Yangon University’s main campus were demolished on 7 July 1962
during the military coup led by General Ne Win against the democratically elected U Nu government. The organisation remained a strong underground force in subsequent
movements in Burma since. On October 2007, a new leadership group made up of students was established and attempts were subsequently made to arrest them.
Despite the heaviest military presence in Yangon and Mandalay in decades, activists were able to continue their non-violent resistance and civil disobedience campaign.
Activists met and organised in secret. The General Strike Supervising Committee comprising nine different organisations that represented monks, 88 Generation student
leaders, students and youth groups and, for the first time in Burma’s political history, ethnic youth organisations, promised to step up their campaign of non-violent resistance.
While protesters were not able to march, they used alternative tactics: laying commemorative wreaths at the worst sites of violence and bloodshed around Yangon; graffiti
appealing for Burmese soldiers to join the movement for change; releasing helium balloons into the sky tied to pictures of Senior Than Shwe with the word ‘Butcher’ on them…
While most 88 Generation ‘frontline’ leaders were arrested, some leaders of the Saffron Revolution that were not arrested were able to give media interviews to Burmese news
agencies, who in turn broadcast this back into the country via both satellite radio and TV, a form of communication that the regime could not block. Monks continued their call
for peaceful, non-violent protest.
News and images of the violent repression in Yangon spread quickly around the country and the population continued to revolt against the regime, despite the military leader’s
propaganda attempts to counter such news. A telephone hotline was set up for Burmese people to ring in and identify the soldiers, police and militia members who were
responsible for the killings and violence and ordinary people also emailed in details from across Burma. While the media was not able to broadcast the details, it provided a
valuable record for a future where the military are on trial for the crimes they have perpetrated. If that happens, sometime…

