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Tony Zeya, Page 86 (Article 232)
Arrested in 1974 for 6 years and 1 month. In 1974 the military government held the first people assembly according to the new constitution and the Burma Socialist Programme
Party (BSPP). On March 25th 1974, policemen from the Kamaryaut Police Station (near the Yangon University compound) arrested some 3rd year students that came from the
market by bus, falsely accusing them of pickpocketing. Tony Zaya was a 26-year-old student, and also in that bus. Later that day, in protest, Tony Zaya and more than 100 other
students and also civilians burned this police station (they had made sure nobody was inside).
PAGE 86 OF THE 2008 CONSTITUTION. ARTICLE 232(b).Under article 232(b), the Commander-in-Chief will appoint the Ministers for Defence, Home Affairs, and Border
Affairs, without interference from any civilian official. The military’s control over home affairs gives the Defence Services broad power over the lives of ordinary citizens in their
daily life. Theoretically, the legislative could impeach those ministers under article 233, but the Commander-in-Chief would merely re-appoint a new minister acceptable to him.

NAME OF POLITICAL PRISONER: Zeya aka Tony Zeya
GENDER: Male ETHNICITY: Burmese RELIGION: Buddhism DATE OF BIRTH: 29.5.1951 Age 63 EDUCATION: BA in History and then BA High Grade Pleader Exam and then also
passed exam as Registered Lawyer and then as Advocate. OCCUPATION BEFORE PRISON: Third year student, History, Yangon OCCUPATION AFTER PRISON: Advocate, lawyer
FIRST TIME IN PRISON
ARRESTED on April 1974 for 6 years and 1 month. In1974 the military government held a people assembly according to the new constitution and theBurma Socialist Programme
Party (BSPP). On March 25th 1974, policemen from the Kamaryaut Police Station (near the Yangon University compound) arrested some 3rd year students that came from the
market by bus, falsely accusing them of pickpocketing. Tony Zaya was also in that bus. Later that day, in protest, more than 100 students and also civilians burned this police
station (they had made sure nobody was inside). “The main reason for their anger is that democracy was starting to be declared”.
WISHES FOR 2015: Freedom for all the people.

HISTORY CLOSE-UP: BURMA’S CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESS, UP TO 1974’s CONSTITUTION
February 12, 1947:
While Burma was still under British colonial rule, the Panglong Agreement was signed by Burmese leader General Aung San and several ethnic nationality leaders from the
Shan, Kachin, and Chin areas. The agreement was designed to hasten independence from the British and avert ethnic tensions in the new Burma, as recognized in paragraph
7 that stated, “Citizens of the Frontier Areas shall enjoy rights and privileges which are regarded as fundamental in democratic societies.”
July 19, 1947:
General Aung San and several members of the cabinet were assassinated in Yangon. U Nu and his Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom League (AFPFL) prepared to take power from
the British by finishing Burma’s first constitution.
January 4, 1948:
Burma gained independence from British rule and instituted the 1947 constitution. The new constitution and its federal structure included the Shan state, Karenni state, Kachin
state, and Karen state, with the Chin Hills being classified as a “special division.” The constitution granted the right of secession to special division states after 10 years subject to
a majority vote in the state assembly and majority in a plebiscite. The national government consisted of three branches: judicial, legislative and executive. The legislative branch
was a bicameral legislature called the Union Parliament, consisting of two chambers, the 125-seat Chamber of Nationalities (Lumyozu Hluttaw) and the Chamber of Deputies
(Pyithu Hluttaw), whose seat numbers were determined by the population size of respective constituencies.
March 2, 1962:
The military Revolutionary Council under General Ne Win overthrowed the constitutionally elected civilian government.
December 15-31, 1973:
The Revolutionary Council conducted a referendum to endorse the new constitution, which was carried by over 90 per cent of the vote in a process that many international
observers did not assess as fair.
March 1974:
Approved in a 1973 referendum, the 1974 constitution was the second constitution to be written. It created a unicameral legislature called the Pyithu Hluttaw (the People’s
Assembly), represented by members of the Burma Socialist Programme Party. Each term was 4 years. Ne Win became the president at this time. Burma’s second constitution
was implemented, transferring power from the Revolutionary Council to the Burma Socialist Program Party (BSPP). The new constitution demarcates seven ethnic minority states
(Arakan, Chin, Kachin, Shan, Karenni, Karen, and Mon) and seven predominantly ethnic Burman (Myanmar) divisions (Tenasserim, Yangon, Irrawaddy, Pegu, Magwe, Mandalay,
and Sagaing).

