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U Than Myint, Page 6 (Article 20)
Arrested in 1974 for 4 years for participating in the U Thant Uprising in 1974, a protest against the government for not honouring this famous countryman with a state funeral.
The students wanted to move U Thant’s body to the Yangon University to give him a respectful burial. Dhar (knife) Than Myint (aged 26) showed his knife to the police, and with
other students snatched the corpse just before it was scheduled to leave for burial in an ordinary Yangon cemetery and took it to bury on the former grounds of the Yangon
University Students Union (RUSU). The military stormed the campus on 11 December killing some of the students, recovered the coffin and buried U Thant at the foot of the
Shwedagon pagoda.
PAGE 6 OF THE 2008 CONSTITUTION. ARTICLE 20(b).Article 20(b) provides that the administration and responsibility of the armed forces rests on the Defence Services
instead of the country’ s civilian political leadership. With Article 20(b) and 20(d), the military has full power to judge and to detain all citizens without respecting individual rights.
With 20(b), 20(e) and 20(f), neither civilians’ representatives nor the president can be involved in the decision-making affairs of the armed forces. The military can stage a coup
at any time with the justification that it is preventing the disintegration of the union, the disintegration of national solidarity and the breaking of the perpetuation of sovereignty.
Also, the junta has the power of doing anything it wants to minorities in the sake of keeping the country together.

NAME OF POLITICAL PRISONER: U Than Myint aka Dhar (knife) Than Myint
GENDER: Male ETHNICITY: Burmese RELIGION: Buddhism DATE OF BIRTH: 16.11.1948 Age 66 OCCUPATION BEFORE PRISON: Traffic policeman OCCUPATION AFTER PRISON:
He is now a merchant and astrologer (he tells the future)
TIME IN PRISON
ARRESTED on December 1974 for 4 years for participating in the U Thant Uprising in 1974, a protest against the government for not honouring this famous countryman with a
state funeral. The students wanted to move U Thant’s body to the Yangon University to give him a respectful burial. Dhar Than Myint (aged 26) showed his knife to the police,
and with other students snatched the corpse just before it was scheduled to leave for burial in an ordinary Yangon cemetery and took it to bury on the former grounds of the
Yangon University Students Union (RUSU). The military stormed the campus on 11 December killing some of the students, recovered the coffin and buried U Thant at the foot
of the Shwedagon pagoda.
WISHES FOR 2015: He wants a non-military government, a government that the public likes.

HISTORY CLOSE-UP: U THANT UPRISING
U Thant (January 22, 1909 – November 25, 1974) was a Burmese diplomat and served as the third Secretary-General of the United Nations, from 1961 to 1971. One of his most
noteworthy accomplishments during his tenure as Secretary-General was his valuable assistance in facilitating the negotiations between U.S. President John F. Kennedy and
Soviet premier Nikita Khrushchev during the Cuban Missile Crisis, thereby narrowly averting the possibility of a major global catastrophe.
U Thant died of lung cancer in New York. In Burma, the ruling military junta refused him any honours. The then Burmese president Ne Win did not like U Thant’s international
stature and the respect that was accorded him by the Burmese people. Ne Win also resented U Thant’s close links with the democratic government of U Nu, which Ne Win had
overthrown in the coup d’état on March 2, 1962. Ne Win ordered that U Thant be buried without any official involvement or ceremony.
From the United Nations headquarters in New York where he was laid in state, U Thant’s body was flown back to Yangon, but no guard of honour or high-ranking officials were
on hand at the airport when the coffin arrived except for U Aung Tun, deputy minister of education, who was subsequently dismissed from office.
On the day of U Thant’s funeral on December 5, 1974, tens of thousands of people lined the streets of Yangon to pay their last respects. Thant’s coffin was displayed at Yangon’s
Kyaikasanrace course for a few hours before the scheduled burial.
The coffin of U Thant was then snatched by a group of students just before it was scheduled to leave for burial in an ordinary Yangon cemetery. The student demonstrators
buried U Thant on the former grounds of the Yangon University Students Union (RUSU), which Ne Win had dynamited and destroyed on July 8, 1962.
During the period of December 5–11, 1974, the student demonstrators also built a temporary mausoleum for U Thant on the grounds of the RUSU and gave anti-government
speeches. In the early morning hours of December 11, 1974, government troops stormed the campus, killed some of the students guarding the makeshift mausoleum, removed
U Thant’s coffin, and reburied it at the foot of the Shwedagon Pagoda, where it has continued to lie.
Upon hearing of the storming of the Yangon University campus and the forcible removal of U Thant’s coffin, many people rioted in the streets of Yangon. Martial law was
declared in Yangon and the surrounding metropolitan areas. What has come to be known as the U Thant Crisis, the student-led protests over the shabby treatment of U Thant
by the Ne Win government, was crushed by the Burmese government.

